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Subject: 

 
Incoming NSTX Research 
Collaboration 

Effective Date: 
 

DRAFT D 

Initiated by: 
 

NSTX Program Director 

 Supersedes: 
 

NEW 

Approved: 
 

Director 
 
 
Applicability 
 
This procedure is applicable to all Groups and Researchers who participate in collaborative research 
on the National Spherical Torus Experiment (NSTX). 
 
 
Introduction 
 
NSTX is a major U.S. national fusion research facility built at PPPL in the late 1990’s to advance the 
frontiers of fusion energy sciences, taking advantage of the highly complementary and unique 
scientific opportunities offered by the low aspect ratio of a spherical torus.  A national team composed 
of collaborating researchers from universities, national laboratories, and industry, directly funded by 
DOE, carry out the NSTX research program.  Substantial cooperative research is also carried out by 
researchers from U.S. and world who are not supported by DOE funding dedicated to the NSTX 
national research collaboration.  The NSTX collaborating research team incoming to PPPL has as a 
result grown to become an important, integral, and strongly contributing part of the NSTX research 
effort.  A procedure is therefore established to provide basic guidelines to enhance the effectiveness of 
this collaborative research. 
 
This procedure is arranged in the following sections: 

A. Applying for or Renewing NSTX Collaboration Research Funding 
B. Collaboration Preparation 
C. Collaboration Implementation. 

 
 
Reference Documents 
 
GEN-008 Coordination of Visits, Assignments and Collaborations at PPPL 
 
GEN-xxx (PPPL Host Procedure) 
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Procedure 
 
A. Applying for or Renewing NSTX Collaboration Research Funding 
 

If prospective groups or researchers seek DOE funding to collaborate on NSTX research, 
they must complete Section A.  If groups or researchers already received DOE funding to 
collaborate on NSTX research, or do not require DOE funding dedicated to NSTX research 
collaboration, proceed to Section B. 

 
Responsibility 
 

Action 

Applicant (Prospective 
Participant) of NSTX 
research 
 

1. Informs the NSTX Program of decision to apply to DOE for NSTX 
collaboration funding. 

 

NSTX Program 
Director 

2. Assigns an NSTX Research Contact to discuss prospective 
collaboration research and requirements. 

 
NSTX Research 
Contact  

3. Assists the Applicant to develop a Record of Discussion 
(Attachment 1), which records the proposed collaborative research 
roles of the Applicant and the NSTX Team.   

 
Applicant and NSTX 
Research Contact 

4. Submit the Record of Discussion for review and approval by the 
NSTX Program Director and for concurrence by the NSTX Project 
Director.  

 
NSTX Program 
Director 

5. Reviews the Record of Discussion and signs it to indicate approval, 
or indicates why the Record of Discussions was not approved, and 
informs the Applicant and the NSTX Research Contact.  

 
Applicant 6. Includes the approved Record of Discussion in a NSTX 

Collaboration Research Funding Application and submits the 
application to DOE. 

 
DOE Office of Fusion 
Energy Sciences 
(OFES) NSTX Manager 
 

7. Informs applicant of funding decision, and NSTX Program Director 
of approved DOE-funded NSTX collaboration and researcher(s). 
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B. NSTX Collaboration Preparation 
 
Responsibility 
 

Action 

NSTX Program 
Director 
 

1. Assigns an NSTX Research Contact to collaborating researcher, if 
none was assigned. 

NSTX Research 
Contact 
 

2. Ensures that the collaborating researcher adheres to applicable 
NSTX procedures, and applicable PPPL plans, policies, procedures, 
and computer access requirements. 

 
Collaborating 
Researcher 
 

3. Signs NSTX Data Usage and Publication Agreement (Attachment 
2). 

 
 4. Complies with requirements of PPPL procedure GEN-008 

"Coordination of Visits, Assignments and Collaborations at PPPL," 
when the researcher visits PPPL to carry out NSTX research 
collaboration. 
 
[This would include completing an “Authorization Form For 
Domestic Visitors form,” an “Unclassified Foreign National 
Visit/Assignment Form,” or a “Model Visitor Agreement,” as 
applicable.] 

 
NSTX Program 
Director 

5. Consults with the NSTX Project Director and determines if a Record 
of Agreement (Attachment 3) will be required and informs the 
Collaborating Researcher and the NSTX Research Contact.  The 
determination will be based on level of potential impact of the 
collaboration activities on the NSTX Program and Project. 

 
If a Record of Agreement is not required, proceed to Section C, 
Step 5. 

 
 
 
C. NSTX Collaboration Implementation 
 
Responsibility 
 

Action 

Collaborating 
Researcher and  
NSTX Research 
Contact 

1. Develop a Record of Agreement based on the scope of work and the 
NSTX Program and Project Plans. 

 
2.  Obtain approval of the Record of Agreement by the NSTX Program 

Director and concurrence by the NSTX Project Director. 
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NSTX Program 
Director 

3. Carries out a periodic review with the Collaborating Researcher and 
the NSTX Research Contact of collaboration progress and status in 
accordance with the Record of Agreement.  
[The review is conducted at up to a quarterly rate for DOE-funded 
research] 

 
4. Updates the Record of Agreement in consultation with the NSTX 

Project Director. 
 

Collaborating/ 
Cooperating  
Researcher 

5. Conducts and completes collaborative research in accordance with 
agreements and applicable NSTX procedures. 

 
 
 
 
Attachments: 

1. Record of Discussion 
2. NSTX Data Usage and Publication Agreement  
3. Record of Agreement  
4. Procedure Flowcharts 
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